Quidditas
Volume 11

Article 30

1990

Review Essay: John N. Wall, Transformations of the World:
Spenser, Herbert, Vaughan
Wilson G. Baroody
Arizona State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/rmmra
Part of the Comparative Literature Commons, History Commons, Philosophy Commons, and the
Renaissance Studies Commons

Recommended Citation
Baroody, Wilson G. (1990) "Review Essay: John N. Wall, Transformations of the World: Spenser, Herbert,
Vaughan," Quidditas: Vol. 11 , Article 30.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/rmmra/vol11/iss1/30

This Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Quidditas by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please
contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

BOOK REVIEWS

to a reality a two-hundred-year-old idea and dream of Shakespearean scholars - to
rebuild Shakespeare's Globe.
Timothy P. Bryson
Northern Arizona University
John N. Wall, Transformations ofthe Word: Spenser, Herbert, Vaughan, University
of Georgia Press, 1988.
The author contends that confessionalism (concern for doctrine) and personalism (individual piety) have never been emphases of the Anglican church. Its
commitment has always been to the eucharistic celebration in accord with Book of
Common Prayer worship, presumedly resulting in lives of charity. This thesis John
Wall repeats fervidly and continually, but he fails to provide much historical evidence for chis private belief. The author admits chat scholarly consensus has been
otherwise, for example, in affirming the Calvinist elements of the sixteenth-century
English church. Bue Wall senses that the brand of midtwencieth-~encury
Anglicanism he has experienced and has described in the prologue to the book
represents not only current Episcopalianism but the sixteenth- and seventeenthcentury church as well - and even patristic and biblical Christianity! Most scholars
will view this as a grandiose example of modern Anglican myth.
Involved are two problems: first, a peculiar reading of texts that disregards the
antithesis of the Protestant emphasis on grace and faith versus the Catholic concern
for works; and, second, the non sequitur that because Puritans were so intensely
Calvinist, Anglicans could not have been at all. It is hard to justify in the sources
Wall's contention that even the Bible itself becomes the word of God only in
communal worship. According to the author, Spenser wrote when there was a
hope of union of church and state, Herbert when the church was to be separate
from the state, and Vaughan when the church was suppressed by the Puritan
government. The works of these poets subjected to Wall's premises and interpretations make up the body of the volume. The epilogue-tells us that after 1664 there
was no restoration of the original Church of England. Though T raherne and
Dryden try to return, they are already on the road to the eighteenth-century view
represented by Samuel Johnson's distinction between didactic, or doctrinal, and
lyrical, or personally pious, literature.
According to the author, early Christianity was changed by the Scholastic
doctrinizing and personal salvationism of the Middle Ages, emphases shared by
spokesmen of the Reformation but not the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
Anglicans who reasserted the simple, pristine faith. However, these foreign influences won over later Anglicanism with the aid of Protestant biblicism and science
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until the reforms of the nineteenth century and especially the antidogmatism of
this century, which Wall has experienced.
Unlike Jaroslav Pelikan, who has recently completed the fifth and last detailed
volume of The Christian Tradition (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1971- 89),
which analyzes what the church teaches by worship, confession, and doctrine, Wall
is interested in worship alone. Surprising is not only his interpretation of that
worship but also his impression that Anglicans alone are a worshipping and sacramental community. Most other scholars think Calvinists, Lutherans, Catholics,
and Anabaptists were too. Still, a challenge to established views is of value. Wall
supplies that; he also offers commentary on much recent criticism and provides
supplemental or alternative readings of the works of the three poets considered.
Wilson G. Baroody
Arizona State University
Roger Chartier, ed., A History ofPrivate Life: Passiom ofthe Renaissance, Harvard
University Press, 1989.
The third in an impressive series of five volumes devoted to the construction
of a history of social attitudes and human behavior, chis book has high ambitions.
In his introduction, Philippe Aries, a renowned scholar and one of the two general
editors of the series, lays out the foundation on which the studies of the fourteen
contributing authors are based. The strategy revolves around three issues central to
the development of private behavior: the centralized state, the progress of literacy,
and the influence of new forms of religion.
The opening chapter, "figures of Modernity," by Yves Castan, secs an important
theme of the volume, France in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Franc,:ois
Lebrun's chapter, ''The Two Reformations, " essentially continues the theme,
treating the period after the Council of Trent in terms of religious customs in
different parts of France. Charles Borromeo is important for his influence on the
French clergy. Lebrun draws examples of veneration of saints, missions, and prayer
practices from French sources. In the discussion of Protestantism, he gives
examples from French Huguenot life, and one French principality serves almost
exclusively as example of Protestant religious customs (Germany and Italy are all
but ignored) . Roger Charcier's chapter, "The Practical Impact of Writing," constitutes an excellent essay on the spread ofliteracy and written materials and its comparative effects in different parts of Europe. An essay by Jacques Revel, entitled
"The Uses of Civility," is also among the most interesting chapters of the volume.
Revel draws upon the internationalization of manners and the teaching of rules
of comportment as exemplified primarily by Erasmus and their influence on

